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battle at dawn, which would come early on the ist of June, a
famous day in British naval history.

At 9 p.m. the last shots had been fired, and the British battle
fleet was steaming southwards, well out to sea from the Jutland
coast, with the battle cruisers on a parallel course some miles
westward, and the light cruisers and torpedo flotillas fDrming
a screen five miles astern. It was a dark cloudy night, and there
was no sight of the enemy away to the westward. Scheer could
only make a rough guess at the precise position of the British,
but he was helped by the lucky chance of intercepting part of
a wireless message giving their order for the night. He shor-
tened speed and then steered north-eastward to slip past the
rear of the British, get between them and the Danish coast,
and then run home to the Jahde. He changed his course to the
eastward a little too soon, and just after 11 p.m. his vanguard
ran into the British rearguard screen of torpedo boat flotillas.
For two hours there was a series of fights as German ships met
here and there the small craft that made reckless attacks upon-
them, inflicting some losses, even at the cost of their own
destruction. At 3 a.m. the summer day was beginning and the
Germans were off the Horns Reef on the Danish coast, and
turning south for the run home.

At 2.45 the British fleet had turned north, for as the dawn
came there was not the hoped-for sight of the enemy to the
westward. About 3.30 a Zeppelin hovered high over the fleet
and sent a reassuring message to Scheer.

The British battle losses were: in ships, three battle cruisers,
three of the older class of armoured cruisers, and eight tor-
pedo craft. The German ships lost were: an older type of battle-
ship, a battle cruiser, and five torpedo craft. The British losses
in oflficers and men were much heavier than those of the Ger-
mans, a result of whole crews being destroyed by explosions.
The figures were:


	Kitted
	Wounded
	Totals

British  . Germans
	6,097 2,545
	353 494
	6,450 3>t>39

